After  leaving  a  corrections  facility,  the  road  back  I 
into  the  community  is  not  always  an  easy  journey.  | 
You  will  face  many  barriers,  and  you  may  feel 
confused  or  frustrated  about  which  direction 
will  best  lead  you  down  the  right  path. 

Fortunately,  there  are  many  people  and 
organizations  that  want  to  help  you  make 
positive  changes  in  your  life. 

This  is  your  guide  to  discover  more  about  how 
Hennepin  County  Library  and  other  organizations 
can  help  you  find  the  resources  you  need  to 
overcome  any  obstacles  and  successfully  rejoin 
your  community. 


Please  plan  on  visiting  the  library  after  your  release.  Hennepin 
County  Library's  mission  is  to  nourish  minds,  transform  lives  and 
build  community  together.  We  are  recognized  as  one  of  the  top 
libraries  in  the  United  States  with  more  than  five  million  books,  CDs, 
DVDs  and  other  items  in  the  collection  and  about  1750  computers. 
It's  free,  and  it's  waiting  for  you! 

Libraries  are  everywhere.  Chances  are  one  is  close  by  and  easy  to  get 
to  by  bus.  You  may  even  be  able  to  walk  to  your  local  library.  In 
Hennepin  County,  there  are  41  public  libraries  throughout 
Minneapolis  and  surrounding  suburbs. 

At  your  library,  you  can: 

•  borrow  books,  CDs,  DVDs,  magazines,  newspapers  and  more 

•  use  a  computer  with  email  and  Internet  access 

•  get  help  searching  for  a  job,  writing  your  resume  and  more 
.  be  entertained!  Bring  your  children  and  enjoy  a  storytime, 

author  visit  and  more 
...all  for  free! 


Getting  a  library  card  is  easy.  If  you  live  in  Hennepin  County,  bring 
your  ID  with  your  current  address  to  any  of  our  libraries.  If  your 
address  is  different  than  the  one  on  your  ID,  we  can  mail  a  card  to 
you.  You  can  even  apply  for  a  card  online  at  www.hclib.org. 

Always  bring  your  library  card  to  the  library  so  you  can  check  out 
materials  or  use  a  computer.  Most  books  and  CDs  can  be  borrowed 
for  three  weeks;  DVDs  may  be  borrowed  for  one  week.  You  can 
renew  most  items  for  more  time  if  no  one  else  is  waiting  for  them. 

Once  you  have  your  library  card,  you  can  access  resources  from  home 
through  the  library's  website  at  www.hclib.org.  This  might  be  even 
more  important  to  you  if  the  conditions  of  your  parole  prevent  you 
from  visiting  the  library.  You  can  ask  a  friend  or  family  member  to 
get  materials  for  you,  too.  Hennepin  County  Library's  At  Home 
service  offers  a  program  where  books  can  be  mailed  to  people  who 
are  unable  visit  the  library. 


Libraries  and  library  staff  are  here  to  help  as  you  make  positive 
changes  to  overcome  any  barriers  you  face  after  your  release.  They 
can  help  you  explore  the  world,  learn,  be  inspired  and  open  the  door 
to  opportunity  and  success. 
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